Judicial Power in Ireland

The third and final publication in the Institute of Public Administration’s series on the core branches of government, this book offers a comprehensive and multi-faceted assessment of judicial power in Ireland.

Bringing together leading figures from inside and outside the administration of justice, Judicial Power in Ireland provides a timely insight into the principles, the politics and the people that shape the relationships between the courts and the other branches of government.

Opinions have long differed over the power and position of what is – outside legal circles at least – Ireland’s least-studied government institution. Perceptions of the courts often follow the outcome of specific cases. This means the judicial branch has been characterised by some as boldly activist and by others as timidly conservative. This collection of essays goes beyond a review of individual decisions to providing a fully contextualised assessment of how the courts operate.

How has judicial power in Ireland been shaped by its history? What are the concepts, principles and interpretative techniques that influence judicial decision-making in practice? How are decisions affected by court structures and procedures? What impact has the development of European courts had on judicial power in Ireland? What are the implications of recent reforms for the role of the Supreme Court? And what will this mean for the power of the judiciary, and for their relationship with the political branches of government in the future?

These questions are particularly relevant given the emerging authoritarian or populist threats to judicial independence and the rule of law in Europe and elsewhere; and the unprecedented level of controversy in Ireland in recent years around issues of judicial appointments, discipline, representation, pay and pensions. These events are subjected to detailed analysis in a dedicated section of the book.

The essays are accessible to lawyers and non-lawyers alike and offer essential reading for students and scholars of Irish politics, government and law.

