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This book draws together and builds on theoretical debates surrounding regulation and enforcement that were raised at a 2009 conference organised by First Law and the Centre for Criminal Justice and Human Rights, entitled Two Tier Criminal Law System: Common Law and Regulatory Enforcement: Is the traditional role of the DPP diminishing? 

It has long been mooted that our criminal justice systems do not treat white collar crime or regulatory wrong-doing seriously. The purpose of this book is to address some of the issues raised by the emergence of a regulatory society including in particular to examine the most effective ways of preventing regulatory crime from occurring. Of late we are witnessing the increasing and extensive use of regulatory strategies by the Irish state. In areas such as competition law, environmental protection, health and safety law, and consumer and corporate affairs, there has been a move towards using criminalisation as the last-resort strategy when compliance through negotiation and monitoring has failed.

