Land Reform & Legislation 1800 -2024

This volume explores the provenance, mechanisms and impact of land legislation and land reform in Ireland from 1800 to 2024, one of the dominant issues in Irish politics, society, economy and culture through the whole period. It takes a holistic perspective, including histories of tenant right movements and agitation, the views of landowners, government(s) and the impact of land reform on the landscape, agriculture and built environment of Ireland. It argues that it is impossible to understand the history of modern Ireland without understanding its relationship to land and land issues. It is structured into three thematic parts, while maintaining a chronological order. Firstly, it examines the drivers for land reform, including tenant right movements and political reform. Secondly, it covers all the principal Land Acts for Ireland from the 1830s to the 1990s and the final part draws in alternative perspectives and questions of the legacies of land reform for Ireland.
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