Summary Judgment in Ireland: Principles and Defences

For the first time, a textbook focusing specifically on this aspect of debt collection has been written especially for the Irish market.

	Summary Judgment in Ireland covers

the principles behind the law of summary

judgment, and brings you a concise yet

complete rundown of the most common

defences available to defeat applications for

summary judgment.

Using this knowledge practitioners and legal

financial advisers can either avail themselves

of, or be careful to avoid, these defences in

the context of a case.

What is a summary judgment?

A summary judgment is a judgment usually

entered in a court office or by a court

official for a fixed and agreed amount of

money due as a debt, where the person

owing the money has not answered or

entered a defence to the proceedings. A

summary judgment is entered without the

appearance of either party in court based on

affidavit filed in the court office.

Summary Judgment in Ireland describes

the various situations in which the summary

summons (fast-track debt collection)

procedure provided for under Order 37 of the

Superior Court Rule will be likely to succeed. It

includes primary defences to this procedure,

such as recent High Court and Supreme Court

jurisprudence and precedents from other

common law jurisdictions.

Save time and effort – all the

information you need in one volume

This is the only work to bring together

the cases, points of law and summaries

of a number of possible defences that are

scattered among different titles. No need to

search through numerous large volumes for

the brief extracts of information you need –

it’s all here in this reliable, one-stop reference.


	Timely information when you need it

Since the start of the recession and the

huge increase in personal insolvency,

applications for summary judgment –

especially by lending institutions – are

more common than ever. The case law

in this area is advancing rapidly, and as

long as significant levels of personal debt

exist in the Irish economy, you’ll find this

book an essential reference source.

How Summary Judgment in Ireland

can help in your work

Practitioners: If you’re working as a solicitor

or barrister, especially as a sole practitioner

or in a small practice, this book will help you

research both the current principles guiding

the court’s jurisdiction in the area, and

possible defences. It provides you with all

the information you need to give an opinion

on the viability of the plaintiff’s claim, and

decide which course of action you should

pursue on behalf of the client.

Financial institutions: If you’re an

in-house legal adviser for a bank, credit

union, building society or other lending or

credit institution, you’ll find this text a quick

and convenient source of current law in this

area. It will give you the insight to determine

whether a claim for summary judgment

might be a potential course of action for the

purposes of recouping debts due.



